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19th July 2019 

School closed today for the Summer break.  We hope you have a restful holiday and look forward to seeing you all when 
pupils (Y1 – 6) return to school at our usual time on Wednesday 4th September. 

 
Good luck Y6! 

It is always sad at the end of a school year to have to say goodbye to our year 6 pupils who leave us to start the next part of their 

education at secondary school.  To mark this special transition, each year a number of awards are presented to Y6 pupils to 

recognise some exceptional achievements.  This year, the Stephen Scarfe award, presented to school by his parents and 

dedicated to his memory, is awarded to Zac.  This award is voted for by Y6 pupils and recognises the achievements of a pupil 

who embodies the values of Northbourne through their ongoing effort, behaviour and approach to school.  Zac is a very 

deserving winner; he is always positive, polite and tirelessly hard-working.  Zac works with diligence and care, always aiming to 

be his best, and, as a result, he has made fantastic progress.  His classmates, friends and staff value him for being caring and 

thoughtful, and it is great to see this acknowledged in Zac being voted to receive this award. 

The Dawn Evans Memorial Cup, again donated by her parents, is given to the pupil who has achieved the highest levels of 

sporting success.  This year, this is awarded to Lilia.  Lilia is a phenomenal swimmer and devotes huge amounts of time and 

effort to her training, often attending weekend long tournaments and then coming back to school and working hard in the 

classroom each Monday.  Her sporting talents go beyond this, however, as she is a great runner and talented Netball player.  She 

is ambitious but modest, having often to be pushed to tell us about how well she has done in her competitions.  In a cohort full of 

sporting stars, it is testament to Lilia’s talents that she has been chosen for this award.  

We also present our Shooting Star award, which is voted for by members of staff.  This is given in memory of Molly Giles, who we 

always remember for her friendly, happy and helpful personality, and was this year presented to Erin.  Erin is such a very well-

deserving winner of this award as she truly is a star.  She has worked tirelessly during her time at Northbourne, always with a 

smile and a kind, encouraging word for others.  She is unfailingly polite and friendly, always asking how staff are when they greet 

her.  She is thoughtful and generous with her time for others, and loved by her peers due to her caring concern for everyone.  We 

will all miss Erin, but know that she has had a great, positive impact on our school community during her time here. 

These awards only recognise a very small number of all of the achievements made by every pupil in Y6 whilst they have been 

with us.  We would like to wish all of you lots of luck as you leave us, and we look forward to hearing about all of your 

achievements during your time in your next school.  You have been a truly amazing group of pupils to work with, and staff across 

the school will miss all of you.  Well done on all you have achieved here, and keep up all of your hard work. 

Sad goodbyes 

You will know from my letter included with the information about your child’s new class earlier this term that today we are 

bidding goodbye and good luck to Miss Shuttleworth, Mrs. Strange and Mrs. Jones, who leave us for new challenges.  I am 

sure you will join me in wishing them all lots of luck for the future, and we hope to hear all about how they get on.  In 

September we will welcome Miss Jessie Kellock as our new class teacher for Owls; I am sure you will join me in making her 

feel welcome as she settles into our school community.  

Road safety 

With the summer holiday upon us, thoughts will soon turn to transition to secondary school for our Y6 pupils.  Getting 

themselves to school – possibly for the first time on their own – will be one of the challenges they face. The summer holiday is 

the perfect time to plan journeys for the new term; the attached leaflet, produced by Oxfordshire County Council, gives lots of 

practical tips and advice which might be useful, so please have a look through if your child will be making their way to school on 

their own in September. 

 

 

  



Northbourne Excellence awards 

You will know that our school mission is to nurture excellence in all of our pupils.  We encourage all our 

pupils to continually strive to get better and better in all curriculum areas, developing their unique 

talents and interests and learning more about themselves, others and the world around them.  Three 

times a year, class teachers choose 2 pupils who have stood out during the term through their outstanding 

effort, motivation or achievement (and often all three!) in an area of the curriculum.  These really special 

awards, which teachers give a lot of thought to, recognise the excellence of the pupils chosen in a range of 

areas.  This term, effort and achievement awards have been given to… 

Puffins Rosie for growing hugely in confidence over the year, always being 

willing to have a go, and showing perseverance with anything she 

gets stuck on or finds more tricky. 

Lottie for growing hugely in confidence over the year and enjoying 

sharing her ideas with the class.  She has worked particularly hard 

with writing, going from writing sentences to whole stories. 

Swans Bentley for making fantastic progress in all areas of learning this 

year.  He can now focus really well on his learning. 

Sophie for gaining confidence and believing she can be a brilliant writer.  

You let your confidence hold you back at the start of the year but your 

writing is now fantastic and full of great ideas. 

Robins Morgan for making fantastic progress over the year, coping with new 

challenges and making new friends.  Morgan makes Robin class a happy place 

to be with his kind nature and has made great progress with his handwriting. 

Jonathan for settling brilliantly into Robin class and making good friends.  He is 

a superstar learner, trying hard with everything and asking interesting and 

engaging questions. His attitude to learning and work is inspirational. 

Wrens Marcus for embodying our school values, showing amazing 

perseverance and having integrity in doing the right thing even when 

no-one is watching.  

Lucas for making excellent progress with his reading and writing; 

showing great geographical knowledge; and being a great artist, 

producing intricate and detailed maps and pictures. 

Nightingales Maizie for never shying away from a challenge, and always pushing 

herself to do better everyday.  Maizie’s positive attitude means she 

gives 100% effort and focus to everything she does. 

Vesper for being such a kind and caring member of Nightingale class.  She 

always looks out for other children whether it be when they are working or 

outside playing.  She is self-motivated and organised. 

Owls Layla for challenging herself in her learning over the last two terms, and being 

the best she can be.  Owl class have learned a lot from Layla’s writing as she 

always challenges herself to apply all the skills taught. 

Benji for focusing more in his learning, contributing to class 

discussions and being so positive – as a result, he has made great 

progress this term. 

Hawks Anya for always doing her best and setting a great example for others to 

follow.  You are reliable, trustworthy and can always be relied on to help out.  

You work so hard and have made great progress. 

Aiden for working so hard to improve your reading and writing over 

the last two years.  You always offer help to those around you and 

your supportive and friendly attitude shows how kind you are. 

Falcons Bella for making rapid progress this term.  Her writing is imaginative, 

she is engaged in every lesson, and is gaining great confidence in 

sharing her ideas with the class. 

Isaac for working so hard on his reading and making exceptional 

progress – 2yrs and 5 mths in his reading age!  As a result, his writing 

is also improving every day. 

Kites Alice for taking the transition to Y5 in her stride. Alice is diligent and hard-

working and constantly gives her best.  She shows great determination to 

complete all activities, including those which might initially be difficult. 

Lottie for being such a talented, hard-working member of Kite class. Lottie 

works in a quiet, considered manner which highlights her maturity.  She has 

fantastic knowledge across the curriculum.  

Kestrels  Millie for being a model pupil!  Millie has an incredible array of skills and 

knowledge which she uses to great success in class, consistently working her 

hardest.  She has shone throughout her time in Kestrel class. 

Tyra for always listening carefully and quietly engaging with her work, asking 

questions and engaging in discussion without fail.  Her effort is consistent, and 

she strives to complete any task with the features and concepts which she has 

learnt. 

Eagles Ophelia for being amazing and impressive over the last two years in Eagle class.  

She shows an enormous amount of determination to be her best in every 

lesson, and is an outstanding learner because of this. 

Ellie for making outstanding progress in all subjects this year.  Ellie always goes 

the extra mile and is an amazing member of Eagle class, lighting up the room 

with her smile and kindness. 

Well done all of you on your fantastic achievements.   I look forward to seeing more excellence through next term! 

Thank you 

Thank you to all of you for your very generous support of our ongoing fund-raising efforts this year.  We know that times 

are not easy for anyone at the moment, and try to limit the amount of money we ask for…however, we know that 

charity appeals and non-uniform days quickly mount up.  With this in mind, our latest news is all the more impressive… 

 Please see the attached thank you from our amazing PTA which lists all of your generous contributions over the year 

and what these have been used for; 

 You have now raised £4,172 for Cancer Research through Race for Life sponsorship – what a staggering amount; 

 Your support during last week’s Enterprise Day helped us raise £362.  Well done to Kites who were the biggest fund-

raisers, generating £86.25 in profit…Hawks were second (£70) and Owls third (£47.70).  Thanks again for your 

support. 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance achievements... 

Massive congratulations to the 39 pupils with perfect, 100% attendance throughout this school year who I was thrilled to 

present with their attendance prizes in assembly this morning.  This is an impressive achievement for the following pupils who, 

between them, have not missed a single morning or afternoon of school since last September: Rosie and Oakleigh from Puffins; 

Bella and Dominic from Robins; Morgan, Grace and Mia from Wrens; Jack, Darcy, Isaac, Helenka, Andrea, Frankie, Freddie and 

Xavi from Nightingales; Lydia, Kirsty and Laila from Owls; Cameron, Imogen and Isaac from Falcons; Suzanne, Lucas, Nathaniel, 

Jake and Fay from Hawks; Esme, Alex, Darci and Erin from Kites; Jacob, Freya, Amy, Ophelia, Torin and Katie from Eagles; and 

Tabby, Jake and Isla from Kestrels.  What an achievement – well done to all of you. 

On top of such impressive attendance, for 10 of these pupils this is the second school year in a row without missing a single 

morning or afternoon of school (Cameron, Isaac, Jake, Kirsty, Lucas, Freya, Tabby, Torin, Jake and Darcy)… …and the fifth year in 

a row that Torin has missed no days of school – the whole of his time with us.  This represents truly fantastic school attendance, 

so well done to all of you.  I hope you can sustain your 100% record next school year too and make it a second, third or even 

sixth year in a row!! 

Finally, very well done to Nightingales who have had the best attendance for the whole of this year at a fantastic 97.70% (edging 

Wrens into second place with 97.66% and Puffins into third with 97.65% - both excellent in their own right).  This week, 

Nightingales were rewarded with ice creams at lunch for their achievement – very well done to all of you for such a fantastic, 

whole class effort. 

School uniform 

This would seem to be a good time of year to think about school uniform in preparation for next year.   An outline of our school 

uniform is below.  We expect all pupils to come to school dressed smartly in the following clothes:  

 School sweatshirt (emerald green with school logo), plain emerald green jersey or cardigan;   

 White shirt, white polo shirt (with a collar) or blouse; 

 Dark grey skirt or pinafore OR dark grey or black trousers, shorts or jogging bottoms OR green and white checked summer 
dresses; 

 Sensible shoes or trainers in a dark colour, preferably black; 

Please note shoes should be entirely in a dark colour, with no coloured laces, logos or other additions.  If trainers are worn, 

these should be smart and appropriate for school.  White trainers or shoes should not be worn. 

 Summer sandals, which should be enclosed at the heel and toe; 

 Plain white, grey or black socks or tights. 

School jumpers are available to buy at the office.  It is really helpful if you can ensure all items of clothing sent to school are 

clearly labelled – things inevitably go missing during the course of a normal week, and clearly named items of clothing can be 

easily returned to their owner. 

Jewellery, except for a watch or single pair of stud earrings, should not be worn for health and safety reasons. 

Our PE uniform consists of our green school PE T-shirt (available from the office in the full range of sizes), worn with dark shorts 

or jogging bottoms, depending on the PE activity being carried out and the weather.  We ask that children wear trainers for PE, 

rather than plimsolls, as these provide far better support for the ankle.  Class teachers will let you know PE days on our return in 

September.  PE is a compulsory part of the curriculum, and we expect all pupils to play an active part.  As such, any occasions 

where PE kits aren’t in school on previously communicated PE days will be followed up with a note home and children will be 

asked to wear any spare PE clothes we may have in school. 

In addition, it is strongly recommended that any shoulder length hair is tied back.  This is to try to help limit the spread of head-

lice between pupils, as well as ensuring hair is kept out of children’s faces as they are trying to work. 

We are always on the look-out for any old, good quality uniform for our second-hand uniform shop – please think of us if your 

child is in year 6 and are leaving us.  Items can be donated through your child’s class or the office. 

 

 

 



And finally… 

On behalf of everyone at Northbourne, I would like to pass on our great thanks to all of you for your ongoing support throughout 

the year.  The involvement of so many family members and friends in all aspects of the work of our school contributes so greatly 

to making Northbourne such a happy and successful place to learn and work.  As always, it has been a privilege to see your 

children flourish throughout the year, thanks to your close involvement in their education combined with the huge effort all of 

our staff put into their roles on a daily basis.  The enthusiasm and energy your children bring to our school community make it a 

truly special place to work and I can’t wait to share even more achievements with you all for another school year.   

I am sure, in turn, you will join me in thanking our staff who work so hard, throughout the year, to make our school one which 

embodies our mission of nurturing excellence.  We are so fortunate to have a team who care so passionately about your 

children’s education, and who work so hard to provide some many opportunities for them. 

Have a relaxing, safe summer holiday and we will see you in September! 

 

Term Dates for 2019/20 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 
4 September - 25 October 
INSET DAYS: 2nd & 3rd September 

October half term 28 October - 1 November 

Autumn Term 
4 November - 19 December 
School finishes at 1:30pm on 19 December 

Christmas holiday 20 December - 3 January 

Spring Term 
7 January - 14 February 
INSET DAY: 6 January 

Spring half term 17 February - 21 February 

Spring Term 
24 February - 3 April 
School finishes at 1:30pm on 3 April 

Easter Holiday 6 April  - 17 April 

Summer Term 
20 April -  22 May 
May Day Bank Holiday Friday 8 May * 

Late Spring half term 25 May - 29 May   

Summer Term 
1 June  - 17 July 
School finishes at 1:30pm on 17 July 
INSET DAYS: 20 & 21 July 

 

 


