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Aims of homework 
At Northbourne, we believe that homework should: 

 

Help children extend and build on the learning taking place in the 
classroom 

 

Help parents and family members play a full and active role in their 
child’s education 



Homework in Owl, 
Falcon and Hawk 

classes 

In Owl, Falcon and Hawk classes, your child will receive...  
 

Maths homework 
 
 
Up to 30 minutes per week 

• Pupils will be assigned specific, personalised games and activities through 
the Mathletics website (www.mathletics.co.uk) to practise and consolidate 
classroom learning. Your child will record their username and password for 
this website at the front of their reading diary. 

• Activities will be set on Wednesday and need to be completed by the follow-
ing Wednesday. The website shows teachers when the work is completed 
and how pupils have got on. 

• Pupils will know the methods they should use to solve the problems included 
in the activity from their work in class. If there are any problems, however, 
please make a note for your child’s teacher in your child’s reading diary. 

• Sometimes, Mathletics will not have an appropriate task for children to use to 
consolidate their in-class learning. On these occasions, a different activity, 
such as a game or worksheet, will be sent home. 

• Your child is welcome to complete additional tasks on Mathletics if they wish 
and can bring in any Mathletics certificates to share in celebration assembly 
on Fridays. 

Times tables and number 
facts 
 
 
5 minutes per day 

• Regularly each week in class, pupils will complete a times table quiz. Pupils 
will work through a times table, working on multiplication and division  
questions. Times table tests are marked and sent home with children. Please 
encourage them to share these with you and focus on any incorrect answers. 

• Pupils will be assigned specific times tables games through the Times Table 
Rockstars website (www.ttrockstars.com/login) to practise and consolidate 
classroom learning. Your child will record their username and password for 
this website at the front of their reading diary. 

• By the end of Year 4, pupils are expected to know all multiplication and relat-
ed division facts, up to 12x12. 

• As with spelling, a ‘little-and-often’ approach is the best one to take when 
learning number facts—5 minutes each day is ideal. 

Home learning project—1 
project a year  
Term 1: Romans  
Children will be asked to make a 
Roman artefact, for example,  
famous 3D Roman buildings,  
armour, weapons, Roman food etc 
and produce a piece of writing from 
a genre of your choice, such as a 
newspaper article, non-fiction text 
or story. 
Year 3/4 Roman Museum,  
Thursday 24th October 2019, 
2.30pm. 

 
30 minutes per week 

 

• A longer piece of work to be completed over the course of around a month.   

• This project will always involve a written element which is explained on the 
introduction sent home. There will also be suggestions and pointers of other 
activities or work pupils may like to include in their project. 

• Home learning is not a competition! All work produced will be valued and 
celebrated with the child. 

• We are happy to try to provide any materials your child may need in the 
course of these projects; please encourage your child to ask their teacher 
where necessary. 



What feedback will I receive about the homework  
completed? 

 

• Teachers will keep records of spelling and times table test results, and results 
from Mathletics activities. Where pupils seem to be struggling with any of this 
learning, teachers will get in touch to discuss this with you. They will also let you 
know when these facts are being learnt well, either through a discussion or with 
certificates, stickers and other rewards. 

 

• It is helpful to have comments from home about aspects of reading 
which are going well or proving a struggle; please use the home-school 
reading diary to record these. 

 

• All home learning work is valued.  A certificate explaining the good as-
pects of the work will be given to each child.  Often, parents and family 
members will be invited into school for a special event to look at the range of 
home learning projects  

 produced. 
 

Remember, teachers are more than happy 
to discuss any problems and provide any 
further advice needed...keep us informed! 

Weekly spellings 
 
5  minutes per day 

 
 

• A set of spellings, following a spelling rule being looked at in class, will be 
sent home in your child’s spelling book. These will be given out on Friday 
and tested on a Friday.  

• These should be looked at, the rule discussed, and the words practised at 
home ready for the child’s test  the following week. Please ensure that the 
children understand the meaning of the words as they will be asked to use 
them in a sentence.  

Reading 
 
5 – 10 minutes per day 

• Children need to either read to an adult, or be read to by an adult, for 10 
minutes or so every day (aiming for about 5 times out of 7 over the week). 
This could be a book from the classroom, the library or from home.  

• Reading records will be used to monitor this reading, so please either fill this 
in yourself or prompt your child to do so neatly every time they read. 

• This reading is crucial in the development of a range of skills, including 
speaking and listening and writing ability, as well as the more obvious phonic 
and reading comprehension skills. 



How can I help my child with their  
homework? 

• Ensure that your child has time and space to learn the times table facts sent home 
and to read. Encourage them to get into the habit of  
recording all their reading in their reading diary.   

 
• A ‘little-and-often’ approach is the best one to take to learning  

number facts and spellings—a few minutes each day is better than trying to learn 
them in half an hour once a week.   

 
• Talk to your child about the methods they have been learning in class—especially 

in maths—as they will need to use these for their work on Mathletics. Your child will 
not be asked to complete any work they have not been practising in school. Where 
a teacher would like a specific method to be used, this will be noted down and sent 
home and is included in our Calculation Policy, available on the school website. If, 
after discussion, your child still struggles with this, speak to the teacher the next 
day. 

 
• Keep us informed about any problems with homework—whether these are related 

to the activity or the timescale, we are happy to provide advice or allow extra time 
for work to be completed when asked in advance. 

 
• Similarly, let teachers know about any successes to allow these to be shared and 

celebrated in class. 

 

Staying healthy!  
We all know the importance of drinking plenty of fluids throughout the day, so please 

ensure your child has a water bottle in school every day. 
 

Sleep is crucial to a productive day. 7-12 year olds need 10-11 hours 
sleep a night. We therefore encourage children go to bed at a  

reasonable time for their age, with limited screen use after an hour 
before bedtime. 

 

 

If you would like to clarify any information in this leaflet, or discuss anything  
further, please speak to your child’s class teacher; Mrs. Johnston, our Deputy 

Headteacher; or Mr. Shaughnessy. 
 

Throughout the year we will aim to run workshops looking at aspects of our  
curriculum, such as phonics and maths, and these will explain more about how 

parents can help support the learning of their child at home.  If you have any 
suggestions for workshops which would be especially helpful, please let Mr. 

Shaughnessy know. 


