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After School Clubs 

Details of all the clubs we will be running this term went out via ParentMail 

this morning.  Please note that they will be running for 10 weeks with no 

break after half term; clubs will resume immediately on our return to school 

after the half term break. If your child would like a place in one or more of 

these clubs, please complete the form on ParentMail by the end of the 

weekend.  Please pay attention to the year groups each club is available for 

and note that, once the form has been submitted, it cannot be changed.  

The office will confirm, via ParentMail, whether or not your child has a place 

in each club early next week.  Whilst we try our best to accommodate all 

requests for places, logistics mean that we sometimes have to limit 

numbers.  If this is the case, we will offer places on a first-come, first-served 

basis and operate a waiting list; we will then let you know if a place becomes 

available. 

As always, we try our best not to cancel clubs but if for any reason a club will 

not be running, it will be marked as X in the table at the top of the 

newsletter.  Where a club is cancelled on the day we will send a ParentMail 

by 2pm.  Please always remember to check your emails by 2pm on days your 

child/ren are attending a club to check a whether it has been cancelled. 

If your child is unable to make a club session, please make sure that the 

teacher running the club has been informed; otherwise the school office will 

call to check the whereabouts of missing children.  If a pupil continually 

misses sessions without informing the member of staff running the club, 

they may forfeit their place and this will be offered to a pupil on the waiting 

list. 

As always, I would like to pass on my thanks to our fantastic staff members 

who give so freely of their own time to provide such a range of extra-

curricular activities, and hope your children will find something of interest to join in with. 

PTA AGM 

A reminder that, as communicated earlier in the week, our PTA AGM takes place next Tuesday (24th September) at 3:15pm in the 

Library.  At this meeting we will elect our committee, made up of a chair and vice-chair, treasurer and secretary, and plan dates 

and events for the year ahead.  We always love to see new faces to help with our fund-raising and lend us a pair of hands at the 

fun events which we know our pupils enjoy so much, so please pop along if you would like to meet us and find out more.  We 

hope you will be able to join us. 

School funding: an update 

Over recent weeks you may have seen stories in the press about the Government’s plans to increase funding to schools over the 

next three years. Whilst these plans are a welcome step in the right direction and go some way towards “closing the gap” in 

terms of funding in our school, the details of this funding have yet to be released. As such, we do not yet have clarity as to 

whether this will, if fact, represent a real term increase. It is entirely possible that the increases as announced might still be 

significantly short of what is required to make up for the 8% real terms cut in school funding over the last ten years.  

Recently the Government has also announced plans to increase the starting salary for new teachers by 2022. Again, whilst 

welcome in terms of making the important job of teaching more attractive to prospective entrants to the profession, this comes 

on top of significant employer pension increases brought in last year.  This means that whilst school funding may increase – so 

will the costs that schools face.  

Next Week’s Clubs 
Mon Storytime and Crafts 

3pm  
to  

 3:45pm 
 

Tue 
Dance 

3pm 
to  

4pm 
 

Gardening 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

 

Thurs 

Basketball 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Choir 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

 

Cookery 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Athletics 
Ys 3&4 

3pm 
to  

4pm 
 

Fri Football 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Next Week’s Dates 

Tuesday 

Piano and Woodwind lessons 

Open Day for September 2020 Reception 
starters – please book a time slot with 

the office 

PTA AGM, 3:15pm om the Library 

Wednesday Harvest Service at St Peter’s, 10am 

Thursday 

Swimming for Eagles and Kites 

Guitar lessons and iRock 
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Governors, leaders and teachers will, of course, continue to strive to make our school a place where children and young people 

develop and thrive intellectually, socially, culturally and spiritually in spite of these ongoing challenges. 

As valued members of our school community, I wanted to make you aware that there are still difficult choices facing all schools in 

terms of funding, and to put the press stories in context. Your continued help and support for the school is always greatly 

appreciated. 

Y6 Secondary School Applications 

If your child is currently in Y6, please note that your application for a secondary school place needs to be made by 31st October.  

You can submit up to four choices in order of preference, and the county council strongly advise that you use all of your 

preferences.  Secondary schools will be running open days and evenings throughout this term, dates have already been sent out 

via ParentMail to Year 6 children.  

Applications can be submitted at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions  

Secondary School Open Days: 

Aureus Open Evening: Thursday 10th October, 5-8pm – please register to attend via their school website 

DGS Open Evening: Wednesday 2nd October, 4:30-7:30pm 

SBS Open Evening: Wednesday 26th September, 5-8pm 

Times Table Rock Stars 

You will find attached to this newsletter more information about Times Table Rock Stars, a website we subscribe to which 

supports children in learning these vital number facts.  Hopefully, children and parents in Y3 – 6 will be well used to the 

format and the games included on the website after using this last year, but this will be new for parents of children who have 

moved into Y2.  Your child’s Homework Leaflet, sent home last week, will include reference to our expectations of how Times 

Table Rock Stars should be used to support learning in school so please have a glance back through this for more information, 

or speak to your child’s class teacher to find out more. 

You can also use the Times Table Rock Stars app on your mobile or tablet. This is a free download and available from the Amazon, 

Android and Apple apps stores by searching for “Times Tables Rock Stars”.  Children login with their usual usernames and 

passwords which will have been provided by school. 

For most impact, remember to get your child playing little and often…a few minutes a day will help make recall of the times table 

facts which are so important for children to master as automatic and fluent as possible. 

Curriculum news… 

Last year one of our School Development priorities was to further improve our teaching and curriculum 

provision for Science.  Our staff, led by Mr. Dan Guy, worked through an audit and action planning 

framework to do this, and implemented a number of changes to make sure that our Science curriculum 

is as strong as possible.  I am pleased to let you know that, having submitted a portfolio of work, we have been awarded the 

Primary Science Quality Mark (PQSM), acknowledging the quality of our Teaching and Learning in this subject.  I would like to 

pass on our thanks to Mr. Guy for his hard work as Science Subject Leader, and to our staff for embracing the challenge of 

continuing to improve this aspect of our work.  

Harvest 

A reminder that you are very welcome to attend our Harvest Service at St. Peters Church on Wednesday next week, which 

starts at 10am.  We will continue to collect contributions for Didcot Food Bank throughout next week; if you can help by 

donating any items, I know the Food Bank will be extremely grateful as they approach the busy Christmas period.  

Currently, they are particularly looking for donations of tinned meat / pies, long-life baguettes (the type that need heating), 

pasta sauces, packet puddings, UHT milk, packet potato, long life juice, biscuits, treats, cereal, sugar and tinned veg; 

however, all donations of tinned or packet food (no fresh please) will be gratefully received. 

If you can spare any items, please drop these into the hall onto our donation table. 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions

