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PTA update 

Many thanks to the parents who came along to our PTA AGM on 

Tuesday.   The meeting saw Nic Brown (mum of Evie in Kites and Millie in 

Eagles), Kimmy Belton (mum of Joe in Kites and Emily in Hawks), Jo Dodd 

(mum of Freya in Eagles) and Yvonne Bland (TA in Robins) elected onto 

our committee for a further year as Chair, Vice-Chair, Treasurer and 

Secretary respectively.  Anita Smith (mum of Hannah in Hawks), Helen 

Maddaford (mum of Leo in Kestrels), Sharn Welsh (mum of Ted in 

Wrens), Karen Hynds (mum of Erin in Kites and Lucas in Wrens) and Becci 

Cox (mum of Kayla in Eagles and Darcy in Owls) were elected as co-opted 

members to increase the capacity of the PTA and ensure its continued 

success.  Thanks to all the parents who attended – the committee and I 

are grateful for your support and look forward to a successful year.   

The work of the PTA in raising much needed funds for school is becoming 

more and more vital in light of the ongoing school funding crisis.  Last 

year, you all helped to raise a phenomenal amount of money, which is 

already being put to good use. This term, we have taken delivery of 30 

new laptops and a storage / charging trolley which we are currently 

setting up using £9k of the funds raised; in addition, the PTA are funding 

a top up of the sandpit in the Early Years area (£500) and contributing 

£4k to help us stock up our library and reading scheme.  These projects 

are so crucial in ensuring our provision is as good as we can make it, but 

would not currently be possible without your generosity and support.   

With that in mind, some upcoming dates for your diary (some of which 

were included in the diary sheet for the year sent home a couple of 

weeks ago): 

3rd October  Cake sale 
4th October  Second hand uniform sale 
11th October  Book sale 
19th October  Family Bingo night 
7th November  Autumn discos 

 

We hope you will be able to join us for some of these events to get this year’s fund-raising off to a flying start. 

Home-School Link Worker 

In collaboration with the other schools in Didcot, we employ a Home-School Link Worker whose role is focused on 

providing support to families on a range of issues – including (but not limited to) bedtime routines, anxiety, rewards and 

sanctions, and managing any difficulties.  Andrea Gray will continue to be in school every Tuesday this year; she is often at 

the gate with me on a Tuesday morning and happy to introduce herself and talk about anything of concern.  If you would 

like an informal chat about any issues you might be having at home, please pop in and have a chat; Andrea will be really 

pleased to meet you and is always happy to try to help with any difficulties.   

Governor update 

Our School Governors met last week for the first time this year and re-elected Sara Green as Chair of Governors and Kate 

Woods as Vice-Chair. We welcomed Simon Hodder to the governing body; he joins Catherine Yarker as parent governor. As 

we are a Church school, the majority of our governing body is appointed by a combination of the St Peter’s Church 

Next Week’s Clubs 
Mon Storytime and Crafts 

3pm  
to  

 3:45pm 
 

Tue 
Dance 

3pm 
to  

4pm 
 

Gardening 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

 

Thurs 

Basketball 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Choir 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

 

Cookery 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Athletics 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Fri Football 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Next Week’s Dates 

Monday 
Hawks trip to Hill End 

packed lunches required 

Tuesday Piano and Woodwind lessons 

Wednesday 

Individual and Sibling school photo  
non-school sibling& Forest school pupils’ 

photos from 8:15am - Hall 

Thursday 

Falcons trip to Hill End 
packed lunches required 

Swimming for Eagles and Kites 

Guitar lessons and iRock 

Cake Sale 

Friday 

Owls trip to Hill End 
packed lunches required 

Second Hand Uniform Sale 



NNoorrtthhbboouurrnnee  NNeewwss  2277tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22001199  

 
Parochial Church Committee and the Diocese of Oxford. Currently Fran Childs, Paul Clayson, Sara Green, Sarah Mollen, 

Barbara Sexton, Anita Smith and Kate Woods hold these positions as ‘foundation’ governors. Our staff appointed governor 

is Mrs. Parsons. Reverend Hannah Reynolds is an ex-officio member of the governing body, as is Mr. Shaughnessy. We look 

forward to working with the school this year as we continue our aim of nurturing excellence across our school community. 

Harvest Service 

Many thanks to everyone who came along to our Harvest service on Wednesday.  Harvest is always one of our special services, 

and it was great to see so many parents and relatives join us.  Many thanks to Rev Fran for leading the service and to Mrs. Green 

for her fantastic piano playing.   

Thanks and well done to all of the pupils who read at the service: Jon, Alice, Lashawn and Leo from Kites; Emily, Millie-Mae, 

Eliana and Millie from Eagles; and Jake, Rebecca, David, Jacob and Maeve from Kestrels – you all did a brilliant job, reading clearly 

and with confidence, and should be proud of yourselves.   

Massive thanks, too, to everyone who has donated food for us to send to the Food Bank; your contributions and generosity have 

been overwhelming.  As I explained to children today, seeing so many families donate not just one item but a whole bag of goods 

for those in need makes me incredibly proud to work in such a compassionate, selfless school community.  I will let you know 

when the food has been delivered to the Food Bank but this will not be for another week or so; if you can spare anything in the 

meantime, do feel free to continue to drop in any donations. 

Individual and sibling photographs  

Photos will be taken on Wednesday next week (2nd October). Please make sure all pupils look as smart as they have so far 

this term! If you would like a photograph including a sibling younger than school age, please bring all of your children to the 

photographer in the hall at 8:15am to allow these to be taken before the start of school. This does not apply to siblings who 

are all currently at Northbourne including our Nursery class, who will be collected for a joint photograph during the day.  

Some of Swans class are due to be attending Forest School Wednesday morning.  If you would like your child’s photo taken 

before the start of the day, you are welcome to bring your child into school from 8:15am in their school uniform for their 

individual and sibling photos.  If you are unable to come early, their photo(s) will be taken after lunch.  Please remember to 

bring both school uniform and Forest School clothes. We are also aware that some Y6 pupils might be attending secondary 

school open mornings on Wednesday; we will do our best to work around these and try to fit in photos for the older classes 

after pupils return.  If anyone taking part in a visit could return as promptly as possible, though, this will help us make sure 

everyone has their picture taken.  Thanks for your help and please speak to me if you have any questions about this. 

Prayer group 

A group of parents meet each term to prayer for our school community. This term we are getting together on Tuesday 8th 

October, 8pm. If you would like to come along or find out more, please speak to Kate Woods (parent of Alfie in Owls, 

Sophie in Falcons and Lottie in Robins).  

Y6 Secondary School Applications 

If your child is currently in Y6, please note that your application for a secondary school place needs to be made by 31st October.  

You can submit up to four choices in order of preference, and the county council strongly advise that you use all of your 

preferences.  Secondary schools will be running open days and evenings throughout this term, dates have already been sent out 

via ParentMail to Year 6 children.  

Applications can be submitted at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions  

Secondary School Open Days: 

Aureus Open Evening: Thursday 10th October, 5-8pm – please register to attend via their school website 

DGS Open Evening: Wednesday 2nd October, 4:30-7:30pm 

 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions

