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On behalf of all of us at Northbourne, I would like to welcome you all 

back to school at the start of a brand new year.  We hope you had a 

relaxing summer holiday, and that children are refreshed and ready to 

begin a new term.  It has been lovely to chat to children and parents over 

the last few days, and to see so many children making an excellent start 

to their time in their new classes….and looking so smart in their new, 

larger uniforms! 

I would like to welcome the families who have joined us, both as parents 

of new Foundation Stage pupils and those who have moved to 

Northbourne and have started in classes across the school.  We hope the 

children joining us in Puffins and Swans had a great day yesterday and are looking forward to an exciting first full week 

from Monday. 

I would like to welcome Miss Kellock as class teacher for Owls.  I know that Miss Kellock has enjoyed getting to know her 

class this week, and will quickly settle into Northbourne and become a valued member of our school community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to look out for this weekly newsletter.  It usually contains dates of meetings, events and trips, as well as passing 

on important information about all of the things going on in school.  This is posted on our website and sent electronically 

via ParentMail.  If an additional parent or grandparent needs to be added to ParentMail, please send an email to the office 

stating your child’s name, class, and name and email of the person to be added.  We will soon be sending home our annual 

calendar showing planned school trips and visits, performances and other special events.  Look an eye out for this; we hope 

it is a useful document which helps with organising very busy home diaries!  Clubs information for this term is also being 

finalised and will be sent home with next week’s newsletter so please look out for this too. 

Secondary School transition  

A reminder that members of staff from Didcot Girls’ School and St. Birinus will be visiting Northbourne on Wednesday 11th 

September at 6:30pm to meet prospective parents of pupils in Y5 and 6 who would like to find out more about both of the 

schools.  There will be short presentations from staff at each school, followed by an informal opportunity to ask any 

questions you may have.  Please come along to hear more as you make your decisions about the secondary schools your 

children will attend….the deadline for applications will come round very quickly this term! 

Student Update Forms 

Paper update forms have gone home with your child today.  Please check that we have the correct information for each 

child.  Amended forms should be returned to the office by Friday 13th September. 

 

 

Next Week’s Dates 

Wednesday 

New Classes Meet and Greet, 3pm 

Y6 DGS/SBS meeting, 6:30pm 

Thursday 

Swimming for Eagles and Kites 

iRock 

Remember… 

Our school day starts at 8:55am.  By this point, children should be in their classrooms, ready to learn, and we ask that 

parents make their way back out of school around the outside of the building.  Children can arrive at any point between 

8:45 when the gate opens and 8:55am – but 8:55am is the latest they should get here. 

  

Teachers are available in their classrooms to talk to parents between 8:45 and 8:55am but if you do not need to pass on 

any messages face-to-face, please encourage pupils – especially those in Key Stage Two - to come into school 

themselves to help them develop independence.  Thank you for your help. 
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Curriculum swimming  

Some advance notice that Swimming lessons will start for Eagle and Kite classes on Thursday 12th September.  For these 

lessons, boys will need swimming trunks (not short please) and girls will need a swimming costume (one-piece only; bikinis 

should not be worn).  Pupils will also need a towel and a swimming hat – these are available to buy from the school office.  

Please note, the guidance on the use of goggles has changed during the course of last school year. The use of goggles for 

swimming lessons is now encouraged, as this allows pupils to focus fully on mastering the strokes they are learning rather 

than worrying about getting water in their eyes.  If you have goggles at home, please feel free to include these in swimming 

kits for Thursday lessons, making sure that, before sending these, you: 

• Choose a pair with BSI instructions on the packaging for the correct way to put on and take off goggles; 

• Choose a pair that fit properly. Leaking goggles are annoying for children and waste lesson time; 

• Ensure your child knows how to fit and adjust goggles properly as teachers aren’t able to take responsibility for this. 

If you have any questions about this, or any other aspects of swimming lessons, please speak to myself, Miss Hill or Mr. 

Macfarlane. 

Morning Fun Club 

A reminder that our Morning Fun Club starts at 7:30am every day, offering high quality 

childcare at the start of the school day.  Sessions are £4.50 per child (£4 for each 

additional sibling) payable in advance of the session, and include a choice of different 

breakfast foods and a range of activities to help get the day off to a great start.  For more 

information, book in for a taster session with Mrs. Gennery at the office. Parents are very 

welcome to stay with their child to find out more – Mrs. Williams, Mrs. Bradford and Mrs. 

Enevoldsen look forward to seeing you! 

Parking: Due the ongoing increases in the number of pupils using Morning Fun Club, I am afraid that it is no longer safe for 

parents to use the staff car park for dropping off – the narrow entrance to the car park means managing traffic in and out, 

at the time staff are arriving at work, is very difficult.  I hope this does not cause significant problems, and thanks in 

advance for your understanding. 

Uniform 

It is always lovely to see so many smartly dressed children arrive at school each morning, wearing proper uniform.  I 

would just like to make a couple of reminders as to the clothes that all children should wear each day: 

• Shoes should be of a dark colour, not white.  Where trainers are worn, these should be smart and appropriate for 

school.  Shoes should not be coloured, and should have no coloured logos, laces or other additions. 

• Trousers should be dark grey or black. 

• Jewellery should not be worn, except for a watch and a single pair of stud ear-rings.  This is for health and safety 

reasons.  Nail polish or make-up should not be worn. 

• Green Northbourne PE T-shirts should be worn by children during their PE lessons.  These should be worn with 

black or dark shorts (during warmer weather) or dark jogging bottoms (when outside during the winter).  Please feel 

free to send hoodies or other warm jumpers (not school uniform please) for pupils during PE as the weather starts 

to turn colder.  Only trainers (not plimsolls) should be worn for PE as these provide better support for ankles – 

plimsolls are not needed for any part of our curriculum provision.  PE T-shirts are available from the office, priced at 

£5 or £5.50, depending on size. 

A reminder that we politely request parents of children with shoulder-length or longer hair tie this back; this is to try to 

limit the spread of head-lice between pupils, as well as ensuring hair is kept out of faces as children work.  Head bands 

should be a simple band, without any large decorative additions. 

To avoid the problems which lost uniform bring, please remember to clearly label all clothing – and especially green 

jumpers – with your child’s name.  Things inevitably go missing during the course of a normal week, and named items of 

clothing are very easy to reunite with their owner. 
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Attendance 

At the start of a new school year, it is always a good time to think again about the importance of regular attendance at school.   

Attendance has an obvious impact on attainment at school. Research shows that almost half of children who miss 15 days of 

school a year do not reach the expected levels at the end of primary school.  Attendance also impacts on children’s 

friendships and social skills, as they miss out on spending time with their friends. 

Did you realise... 

Whilst 90% attendance may sound good, this actually means that over a year a child will have missed half a day a 

week...or 4 weeks of the school year...or a whole week of their school career if this level of attendance is the same across the 

whole of their time at school. 

If your child is too ill to attend school, please make sure to let us know by 9am on the day of their absence by leaving a 

message on the school answer machine: 01235 817744.  To make sure pupils are safe, we call home whenever a child is 

marked as absent in the register, so to avoid us contacting you please do keep in touch. 

Please read the attached letter carefully as this provides further information about the approach we will take, in line with that 

expected by Oxfordshire County Council, to deal with any ongoing absences. 

Reminders 

• Bikes and scooters should not be ridden into the school gates; please make sure these are pushed into school from the 
pedestrian gate.  Please remember to make sure these are securely locked to avoid any issues; 

• Pushchairs and buggies are not to be brought into the school building; this is to ease congestion in the corridors as much 
as possible, as we appreciate these get very busy at picking up and dropping off times; 

• Dogs are not allowed inside the school gates; 

• The school car park is for staff use only. 
 

Term dates for this year 

Please see below for a reminder of this year’s term dates; I hope this will help planning family holidays for the school year.  

Please do keep in mind that I remain unable to authorise any leave for holiday during school term time and help your child to 

achieve their full potential by making sure that they are in school, every day, ready to learn. 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 
4 September - 25 October 
INSET DAYS: 2nd & 3rd September 

October half term 28 October - 1 November 

Autumn Term 
4 November - 19 December 
School finishes at 1:30pm on 19 December 

Christmas holiday 20 December - 3 January 

Spring Term 
7 January - 14 February 
INSET DAY: 6 January 

Spring half term 17 February - 21 February 

Spring Term 
24 February - 3 April 
School finishes at 1:30pm on 3 April 

Easter Holiday 6 April  - 17 April 

Summer Term 
20 April -  22 May 
May Day Bank Holiday Friday 8 May * 

Late Spring half term 25 May - 29 May   

Summer Term 
1 June  - 17 July 
School finishes at 1:30pm on 17 July 
INSET DAYS: 20 & 21 July 

 

 


