
 

Puffin and Swan Curriculum Newsletter – Term 1 
 

We have had a wonderful first full week at school.  The children have made us really 

proud with how well they are settling in and making new friends.  Each term we focus 

on a particular characteristic we would like the children to show us.  We do this by 

using our ‘Learning Dinosaurs’.  This term our ‘Friendasaurus’ helps us celebrate 

children being good friends.  
 

In our Literacy learning, we follow a ‘Talk for Writing’ approach where we focus on a 

story each term.  We learn to tell the story and we have lots of exciting activities 

planned to enthuse the children about words!  Each class has a ‘Word of the Week’ 

and each story has its own special vocabulary.    
 

This term’s story is ‘The Little Red Hen’.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are focusing on encouraging children to write their names, using their name cards 

to copy so they are forming letters correctly.  We have a ‘Poem of the week’ which we 

read together daily and will send home to share with you.  We are introducing letter 

sounds in phonics and will send these home so you can practise them together.  If you 

are unsure how to pronounce a sound, please ask any member of staff who will 

happily help.  In maths, we are looking at numbers to 20, counting, 1-1 

correspondence (touching a line of objects and saying one number name each time an 

object is touched).  We are also exploring 2D shapes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Most importantly, we aim to ensure all our children feel safe and happy at school.  It is 

totally normal for children to feel tired (and often grumpy!) by the end of the day, and 

this can increase by the end of the week.  If your child is upset in the morning, we have 

found the best approach is to hand them to a member of staff and we will look after 

them.  Most of the time they will be playing happily within 5 minutes!  If you have any 

worries, please feel free to come and chat to us.   
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We are lucky to have such a large outdoor area which the children will access 

 in all weathers.  Therefore, it is important for children to have warm, waterproof 

outside clothing, including a pair of wellies to keep at school.    
 

A bag of spare clothing to keep on pegs is essential as wet and messy play 

 is a large and important part of the curriculum.  Please name everything, as  

it is very easy to muddle clothes up when children are changing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lastly please could we ask that while waiting to drop off or pick your child up, and after 

pick up, you don’t let your children play with the equipment.  

 

We set up specific activities for the children to use and this is made difficult if 

resources have been taken away and moved to other parts of the playground.  

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support so far this term.  

It has been lovely to get to know our new families and to welcome familiar faces to 

school. 

 

Miss Tierney and Mrs Dyer 

 

 


