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You may have heard that Michael Howlett, one of our longstanding reading 

volunteers and friend of the school, died last Friday.  Michael contributed so 

much to Northbourne, especially to the children who enjoyed reading to him 

so much on his visits.  I know I speak on behalf of all us when I say how much 

he will be missed, and how fondly we will remember all he did for us. 

Our approach to behaviour 

As our first term continues, I thought it might be timely to share information 

about our approach to managing behaviour. At Northbourne, we have the 

highest expectations of the behaviour of our pupils – not only during 

lessons, but at all times around school.  This is underpinned by our three 

school rules: be kind, be respectful and be your best.  The consistent use of 

these rules ensures that children understand the expectations of staff, and 

that their behaviour around school is calm and purposeful.  I visit a large 

number of schools and I am always proud to return to Northbourne – the 

focus and engagement pupils show in lessons is often exceptional, reflecting 

very high standards of learning behaviour. 

We always aim to spot and reward pupils who meet our rules and 

expectations; children not meeting these ‘choose’ a warning.  If the 

behaviour continues, additional warnings are chosen; each of these has an 

escalating sanction.  Unacceptable behaviour at lunchtimes (swearing or any 

physical behaviour) results in pupils being issued a yellow card, which means 

their behaviour is closely monitored and tracked – in the first instance, for 

the next 5 days.  We aim to involve parents in discussing any concerns around pupils’ behaviour at the earliest possible stage as 

we know you support us in following up any issues at home.  More details about the sanctions which we use to address 

unacceptable behaviour are included in our Behaviour Policy, available on our website. 

Reminders…. 

Parent consultation meetings: A reminder that bookings are now open for our first parent-teacher meetings this year, which will 

take place on Wednesday 23rd (4:30 – 7pm) and Thursday 24th October (3:10 – 5pm) (Tues 22nd 3:10 – 5pm and Wed 4:30 – 7pm 

for parents of children in Nightingale class).  These appointments are an incredibly valuable opportunity for teachers to let you 

know how your child is attaining in school, and we hope you will be able to come along.  Appointments can be booked through 

Parentmail; please make sure to log on and book an appointment as soon as possible, especially if you are limited for the times 

you can make.  If you have any problems with this, please pop into the school office and Mrs. Cliff will do her best to help.  

Nursery appointments will be available on a signup sheet in the classroom from Monday.  

Photographs: Orders to be placed through school are due in by the end of today; online orders can still be placed online by 

Tuesday.  Any orders after this date may incur an additional late order charge. If you order online there are many more products 

and promotions available and the school receives a higher commission for online orders; please have a look at www.tempest-

orders.co.uk to find out more.  

Uniform: A reminder that we politely request hair of shoulder length of longer is tied back for school.  This makes it easier for 

pupils to work (without hair falling over eyes etc) and helps limit the spread of headlice.  Please also remember that make-up and 

jewellery – except a watch or small stud earrings – should not be worn for school. 

Mobile phones: Some older pupils who walk to school themselves bring mobile phones with them to school each day.  A 

reminder that these should be handed in to be stored safely in the school office; we cannot take responsibility for any issues 

which arise when phones are kept by pupils in their bags. 

Next Week’s Clubs 
Mon Storytime and Crafts 

3pm  
to  

 3:45pm 
 

Tue 
Dance 

3pm 
to  

4pm 
 

Gardening 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

 

Thurs 

Basketball 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Choir 
3pm  

to  
 3:45pm 

 

Cookery 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Athletics 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Fri Football 
3pm 

to  
4pm 

 

Next Week’s Dates 

Tuesday 

Kestrels IMPS trip to JR 
 packed lunches required 

Piano and Woodwind lessons 

Thursday 

Swimming for Eagles and Kites 

Guitar lessons and iRock 
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Secondary applications:  If your child is currently in Y6, please note that your application for a secondary school place needs to 

be made by 31st October.  You can submit up to four choices in order of preference, and the county council strongly advise that 

you use all of your preferences.  Applications can be submitted at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions  

KS1 Pinocchio Trip 

A reminder that payment for the KS1 Pinocchio trip is due by Friday 25th October.  Payments can be made via ParentMail, 

or cash/cheque to the school office. 

Phonics and Early Reading 

Mrs. Alleway, our lead for Phonics and Early Reading, will be hosting an informal parent workshop at 9am on Wednesday 

13th November to share more information about our approach to teaching these crucial skills and what parents can do to 

support with this at home; this will be aimed largely at parents of children in Reception, Y1 and Y2, but all are welcome.  

More information and a booking form will be sent home soon, but, in the meantime, please try to make a note of the date 

as it would be great if you could join us. 

Pupil safeguarding and wellbeing focus 

Fortnite: I am sure that many parents are very aware of the game Fortnite, a multiplayer action survival game which is 

particularly popular with many of our pupils at the moment.  This can currently be played on PC, Mac, Xbox and 

PlayStation, or downloaded from the App Store, and involves 100 players battling each other in real time to be the final 

survivor. 

Risks: Whilst there are a range of fun features, Fortnite also has a number of risks worth being aware of: 

• Players can add friends in the mobile game if they have an account with Epic, the game’s developer. Friends can be 

added by username in the game’s main menu; 

• There is a chat feature in the game that allows users to contact each other using voice or text (You can disable voice 

chat in the game by selecting the 3 lines in the top right of the screen, select the settings icon, choose the ‘Audio’ tab at 

the top of the screen and go to the ‘Voice Chat’ option, where you can select ‘Off’).  Keep in mind that players can be 

reported to the Player Support team if you are concerned about activity or behaviour. 

• There is cartoon violence in the game. You can use a variety of weapons to kill other players, such as guns and axes.  

• There are in-app purchases, which can become expensive.  

Age ratings: Epic Games say they do not direct the game at children younger than 13 in the UK; the PEGI rating for the 

game is 12; the App Store does not recommend the game to players younger than 12. 

Top tips from the NSPCC: Think TEAM… 

Talk to your children regularly about what they are doing online and how to stay safe, and reassure them they can speak to 

an adult if or when things go wrong; 

Explore your child’s online activity with them – what do they like doing, why, and do they understand how to stay safe; 

Agree your own rules as a family for using sites, apps and games; 

Manage the use of technology using the settings available to you. 
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